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WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name
we pray. Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and
Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.

GATHERING SONG MORNING HAS BROKEN ELW #5356
Morning has broken like the first morning;

blackbird has spoken like the first bird.

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!

Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!

Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven,
like the first dewfall on the first grass.

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
sprung in completeness where God's feet pass.

Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning,
born of the one light Eden saw play!
Praise with elation, praise ev'ry morning,

God's recreation of the new day!
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, admin David Hgham Associates; Arr. © 2006 Augsburg
Fortress, used by permission under Onelicense #A-717881

APOSTOLIC GREETING
PRAYER OF THE DAY
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE PASTOR ALYSA OFFMAN



ROMANS 8:1-11
A reading from Romans.

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from
the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by
the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh
and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according
to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit
to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot
please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not
belong to him. But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin,
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in
you.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW P. 131

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

GOSPEL READING MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there,
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things
in parables, saying: (Continued on next page)



“Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a
path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly,
since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched,
and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. If
you have ears, hear!”

“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for
what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy, yet such a person has no root but endures
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the
word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it,
who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another
sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
PASTOR ALYSA OFFMAN

SONG OF THE DAY GIVE ME JESUS ELW #770
In the morning when | rise, in the morning when | rise, in the morning when |
rise, give me Jesus.

Refrain
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus. You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.

Dark midnight was my cry, dark midnight was my cry, dark midnight was
my cry, give me Jesus. Refrain
(Continued on next page)



Just about the break of day, just about the break of day, just about the
break of day, give me Jesus. Refrain

And when | want to sing, and when | want to sing, and when | want to sing,

give me Jesus. Refrain
Text and music in the public domain.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of
the world.

God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to
cultivate the garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our
actions disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation
rejoices, and the trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace, receive
our prayer.

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the
dead. Set our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm
throughout the world. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school
meals, for all who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill
who have exhausted their resources, and for local concerns, especially Kim,
Dorisann, Jo, Ron, Robert, Rhonda, Jared, Elaine, Roberta, Steve, Eric, Betty &
Skip, George, Matt & Hillary, Ed, Steve Y., Carrie, Donna, Terry, David, Corey, Jeni,
Steven, Kristen & Finn, Vickie, Marylou, Kate, Paris & Peggy, Dennis, Darlene, Sara,
Kathy, Roger, Kaamil, Ashley, & Carol. For what else do the people of God pray
today? God of grace, receive our prayer.



God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer
season. May those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may
guests find refreshment among us. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history.
We remember those saints who have gone before us in faith. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our petitions, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior, by the pleading of your Holy
Spirit. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERTORY SONG LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL, LORD ELW #184
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with
the bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the
prayers we offer. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a
foretaste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord is with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

HoLy, HoLy, HOLY ELW P. 153
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE



THE LORD’S PRAYER ELW P. 153
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG LAMB OF GoD ELW P. 154

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

COMMUNION SONG LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER ELW #4171

Let us break bread together on our knees;
let us break bread together on our knees.

Refrain
When | fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us drink wine together on our knees;
let us drink wine together on our knees. Refrain

Let us praise God together on our knees;

let us praise God together on our knees. Refrain
Text & music in the public domain.

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this
holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING SONG SENT FORTH BY GOD’'S BLESSING ELW #1547
Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing, the people of God
from this dwelling take leave. The supper is ended. Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe. The seed of Christ's teaching,
receptive souls reaching, shall blossom in action for God and for all. Your
grace shall incite us, your love shall unite us to work for your kingdom and
answer your call.

With praise and thanksgiving to God ever-living, the tasks of our ev'ryday
life we will face--our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, embracing
God's children, the whole human race. With your feast you feed us, with
your light now lead us; unite us as one in this life that we share. Then may
all the living with praise and thanksgiving give honor to Christ and his name

that we bear.
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, used by permission under OnelLicense #A-717881.

PURPOSE STATEMENT
We are a welcoming community of believers in Jesus Christ who witness our faith
by serving together, praying together, and living generously together.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and
mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.

SERVING TODAY
Presiding and Preaching Minister: The Rev. Alysa Offman
Accompanist: Dr. Dan Mikat
Assisting Minister: Michelle Spunar
Lector: The Rev. Helen Liesenberg (retired)
Sacristan: Bill Deacon
Communion Servers: Carol Klann and Linda Schwelnus
Altar Guild: Carol McCreadie and Sue Mount-Campbell
Usher Team: Jim Ash, Erik Brown, Joe Brown, Bill Deacon, Kevin Deacon, and
Tim Noechel
Counters: Ruth Hagen and Kathleen Schoder
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