
Follow us

Panera Bread • 9 a.m.
37800 Six Mile Rd, Livonia, MI 48152

Faith Cafe 
Saturdays

Sunday Worship • 10 a.m. in person & YouTube Live
Worship replay available instantly on Facebook & YouTube

Gather, Worship, & Learn

We are a welcoming
community of believers in
Jesus Christ who witness

our faith by serving
together, praying

together, and living
generously together.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
39020 Five Mile Rd., Livonia, Michigan 48154 |  info@holytrinitylivonia.org | 734-464-0211

February 1-7, 2026February 1-7, 2026February 1-7, 2026

fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, February 1

Holy Trinity Sanctuary & YouTube Live • 10 a.m.

Bells & Choir
Thursday, February 5

Sanctuary • 6 & 7 p.m.

Coffee Time
Fellowship Hall • Following Worship

Men’s Bible Study
Monday, February 3

Prayer Parlor • 6:30 p.m.

Ash Wednesday
February 18

Ashes to Go
Worship • 7 p.m.

More info coming soon

Brian Wood Funeral
Saturday, February 7

Visitation • 10 a.m.
Service • 11 a.m.

Luncheon • following service

women’s bible study
Wednesday, February 4

Prayer Parlor • 7 p.m.



SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2026

FIRST
READING:
Micah 6:1-8

GOSPEL:
Matthew 5:1-12

It might seem odd to read statements like “Blessed are the poor in
spirit,” and think “Congratulations!” That’s because it is, and yet
that’s precisely what Jesus says in this week’s gospel reading. He’s
not being sarcastic or flippant. He’s continuing the work of turning
the world right-side up. The word often translated “blessed” in
English represents a Greek word that was addressed to victorious
generals and conquering kings. Those who win valor through might
of arms were celebrated and “congratulated.”

Jesus has no time for such victories. Instead, he lifts up those who
have been put through the wringer, proclaiming that it is their
persistence in the face of poverty, grief, and oppression, their
yearning for righteousness and restoration, that God honors. If
you’re worn out and keep showing up anyway, “Congratulations”
The reign of God has drawn near to you.  - Pastor Andrew Chavanak

“CONGRATULATIONS!”



IN LIEU OF FLOWERS
I am still learning from my parents. My brother
and I arranged four memorial services when
they died; one each at the church where they
worshipped before and after moving for
retirement. At each service there were lots of
flowers. Donations to the churches where they
had worshiped and served for many years were
an afterthought and few. What I have learned is
that flowers give only temporary comfort and
pleasure. However, “in lieu of flowers” donations
to the church are a living memorial. Donations to
the church can support ministries that change
people’s lives, whether supporting music for
worship, feeding needy families or the homeless,
or helping purchase a stove to cook food to
support ministries. Talk to the pastors about
where such donations can have the greatest
impact. — Paul Stratton

LENT IS ON THE WAY
Lent is just around the corner at Holy Trinity. We will begin our
Lenten observances on Ash Wednesday - February 18 - with Ashes to
Go on the front circle drive from 11am to 1pm, and our evening service
with Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes at 7:00pm. Please
mark your calendars and join us for the beginning of this season of
reflection, repentance, and renewal in Christ.



FELLOWSHIP OF FAITH
What is the relationship between our life as people of faith and our
lives as citizens? How are we as Lutheran Christians called to
participate faithfully and responsibly in our civic life? These
questions are at the heart of the ELCA’s newest social statement,
“Faith and Civic Life: Seeking the Well-being of All,” adopted by a vote
of 762 to 16 at the 2025 Church Assembly. Join Pastor Andrew this
Sunday as we continue a Fellowship of Faith series on this important
and timely document and how it can help guide our thinking on these
questions and more.

A WATERED GARDEN
This year, Holy Trinity is participating in a
synod-wide Lenten series. While we will follow
the traditional lectionary readings, we will also
read A Watered Garden by Ben Stewart as we
explore Christian worship and Earth’s ecology.

As part of the series, a workshop will be held on
Saturday, March 7 from 9 a.m. to noon. at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church on Six Mile in Livonia.

Look for more info in the weeks to come.



I was recently contacted by Dale Carlson, a stained glass historian
who is studying and chronicling the rich world of stained glass art in
Metro Detroit. 

Dale found Holy Trinity’s windows on the Michigan Stained Glass
Census website, and asked if he could stop by to see them and
photograph them himself. Dale was so impressed that he has added
our windows to his next presentation on noteworthy stained glass
installations in the area. That presentation will be taking place at the
Livonia Public Library (Main Branch) on Tuesday, February 10, from 7-
8:30 p.m. 

Mark your calendars for an evening of exploring the beautiful art all
around us, including the art that forms the backdrop for our worship
each Sunday morning.   + Pastor Andrew

A WORK OF HEART

Pictures of the Holy
Trinity Window, taken
by Dale A. Carlson on
Monday, January 20.



At Holy Trinity we LOVE to give. This month, consider making St.
Christine’s your valentine by donating the following items in February.

Ensure
Ritz and Club Crackers
Kid friendly cereal

If you donate large packages St. Christine's will break them down into
family size packs using the plastic bags you donate. Any quantity you
bring is greatly appreciated. Thank you for your support of St. Christine's
mission.

Drop off your donations by the shopping cart near Door 1. A volunteer
will deliver donations to St. Christines. 

A very humble and sincere thank you to the good people of Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church for your consistent and heart-felt donations to St.
Christine. 

Your monthly donations, always delivered on time and just what we
requested, plus the very useful donations of non-perishables and items
not able to be purchased by our clients, really make a difference. Of
course, your donation of cereal is vital as we provide 200 boxes a week to
our families, crackers of which we never seem to have enough to give
with cans of soup, Ensure for senior citizens and our often very thin folks
in the food distribution line and so many other donations from Holy
Trinity throughout the year. Please know that every donation goes
directly into the homes of those we serve. God bless you and your parish
as we continue doing ‘the Lord’s work’ in 2026. — St. Christine Food
Pantry

To quote Martin Luther: ‘Now there is no greater service of God than
Christian love which helps and serves the needy, as Christ himself will
judge and testify at the last day.’ Matthew 25.’ Ordinance of a Common
Christ, Preface 1523

WE ST. CHRISTINE’S

THANK  YOU FROM ST. CHRSTINE’S



Giving via U.S. Mail
Checks can be mailed to: 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
39020 Five Mile Road, Livonia MI 48154

THOSE FOR WHOM WE PRAY
 Kim, Dorisann, Dan, Erik, Steve, Ron, Jo, Linnea, Robert,

Barb, Rhonda, Jared, Amy, Courtny, Justine, Johnnie,
Marlene, Dave, Elaine, Lyn, Carrie, Bob,

  Family & friends of Lois Morse, family & friends of Brian
Wood, Donna, national & international leaders, Jean, Tim

To submit a prayer request call Sue Corney OR email prayers@holytrinitylivonia.org 
OR call the church at 734-464-0211.

You may include a specific prayer need, or just a name. Those for whom we pray are printed
here so that you may also offer prayers during the week. The prayer chain is intended to serve

the short-term, emergency, and confidential needs of members, friends, and family. Prayer
requests remain on the list for four weeks unless otherwise noted. 

GIVING INFORMATION

Your
Giving
Matters
Your
Giving
Matters

Giving Online
Visit HolyTrinityLivonia.Org/Give

Giving is an act of worship and thanks to our
awesome God! Thank you for the many
ways you give to God's mission in the

church and in the world, especially your
support of the ministries at Holy Trinity.

Your gifts are appreciated. 
Because of your continued generosity, we
are able to reach out with the message of

God’s love and grace in Jesus. Thank you for
your support of God’s mission in the world

through Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. 7



Ministers: All Baptized People of Holy Trinity
Senior Pastor: Andrew Chavanak pastorandrew@holytrinitylivonia.org
Associate Pastor: Alysa Offman pastoralysa@holytrinitylivonia.org
Parish Administrator: Patti Harhold htlc@holytrinitylivonia.org
Director of Music Ministries: Dan Mikat musicdirector@holytrinitylivonia.org
Kids Hope USA: kidshope@holytrinitylivonia.org
Tiny Tots Preschool Director: Stacy Kraus tinytots@holytrinitylivonia.org
Custodian: Don MacRae dmacrae@holytrinitylivonia.org
Board President: Debbie LaFontaine dlafontaine@holytrinitylivonia.org
Communications: communications@holytrinitylivonia.org
HT Board: board@holytrinitylivonia.org

Return Service Requested
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