
Follow us

Panera Bread • 9 a.m.
37800 Six Mile Rd, Livonia, MI 48152

Faith Cafe 
Saturdays

Sunday Worship • 10 a.m. in person & YouTube Live
Worship replay available instantly on Facebook & YouTube

Gather, Worship, & LearnGather, Worship, & Learn

We are a welcoming
community of believers in
Jesus Christ who witness

our faith by serving
together, praying

together, and living
generously together.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
39020 Five Mile Rd., Livonia, Michigan 48154 |  info@holytrinitylivonia.org | 734-464-0211

August 23-29, 2026August 23-29, 2026August 23-29, 2026August 23-29, 2026

13th Sunday after pentecost
august 23, 2026

Holy Trinity Sanctuary & YouTube Live • 10 a.m.

OUT OF 
THE OFFICE

Pastor Andrew will be out of town Friday,
September 4-Monday, September 7. He will
return to the office on Tuesday, September 8.  

Dinner church
Wednesday, August 26

Fellowship Hall • Door at 5:30 p.m.

Living Water Ministries &
Blessing of the backpacks

Sunday, August 23
Sanctuary • 10 a.m.

OFFICE CLOSED
The church office will be closed on
Labor Day, Monday September 7.

Catechism
Sunday, August 23

Welcome Center • 11:30 a.m.

Board meeting
Monday, August 24

Prayer Parlor • Door at 5 p.m.

Youth gathering
info meeting

Sunday, August 30
Emmanuel Lutheran Church• 11:30 a.m.



SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2026

GOSPEL:
Matthew 16:13-20

In the book of Romans, the apostle Paul encourages readers to present our
bodies as a living sacrifice and to discern what is the will of God, what is good
and acceptable and perfect. Paul then immediately reminds us to not think of
oneself more highly than one ought. Perhaps this is a warning that one’s
discernment of the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect, could be
lorded over another whose discernment might be considered less good,
acceptable, perfect. 

The early believers in Corinth were inclined to value their own spiritual gifts
more highly than others’. Paul rejects this. It is only by God’s grace that we have
charisms, gifts of the Holy Spirit. It is only by sober judgment, not ecstasy, that
we can evaluate our own gifts. And we exercise these gifts only by the measure of
grace given to us. In other words, it is not about you! It is about the grace and
mercy of God, who has called us to this life of faith and who gives gifts for the
ministry of Jesus Christ. — adapted from Nancy Lammers Gross, Working
Preacher

FIRST
READING:
Romans 12:1-8

FAITH OVERCOMES

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-8-16/0


FAITH-FORWARD YOUTH EVENTS IN OUR CHURCH,  OUR CONFERENCE,
OUR STATE,  AND BEYOND

Charge • November 6-8, 2026
Great Wolf Lodge, Traverse City
This state-wide event provides a powerful faith
community where students grades 6-12 can grow in
faith, engage in service, and develop leadership skills;
all while enjoying the amenities of Great Wolf Lodge.
Participants are equipped and empowered to learn,
lead, laugh, and love as an expression of their faith in
Jesus.

Courageous Challenge Middle School Retreat
March 12-14, 2027 • Stony Lake
The Courageous Challenge Retreat is a weekend built
around teamwork, grit, and encouragement. Through a
series of Low Ropes challenges, campers will push their
limits, discover what they’re capable of, and build the kind
of confidence that goes home with them long after the
weekend is over.

Youth Gathering
Every three years, thousands of high schoolers and their adult leaders come
together for the ELCA Youth Gathering. It’s not just an event but a movement
in which faith ignites and community comes alive. Through inspiring
speakers, experiential learning, and transformative connections, young
people experience the church in bold, unforgettable ways. Each night,
participants share a unique faith experience through high-energy worship
and powerful storytelling. The Gathering is an opportunity to ask big
questions, grow in faith and be part of something bigger than yourself. 

If you’re interested in any of these events or other opportunities for your child to participate in youth
gatherings and events, please contact Pastor Alysa at pastoralysa@holytrinitylivonia.org.



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26
DOORS AT 5:30 P.M.
WORSHIP AT 6 P.M.

Join us for Dinner Church this August as we explore Psalm 139 and how we
woven together by God both as individuals and as a community.

Jubilee Food Truck will serve dinner.

We will have live music provided by Julie Stevens, our new director of music
ministries, and worship.

Dinner Church is an informal and casual worship service that happens in the
context of the meal. There is lots of conversation, which helps us grown in
relationship and be woven together as a beloved community grounded in
God’s love. 

Doors open at 5:30 and worship starts at 6 p.m. All are welcome, including
children and families

WELCOME (BACK) SUNDAY
In the life of the church, Rally Day is a special Sunday in September to kick off
the new program year, get everyone energized after summer, and welcome
new members who have joined over the last 12 months.

Here at Holy Trinity, we have nicknamed Rally Day “Welcome (Back) Sunday”
as a way to encapsulate everything that happens that day.

The 2026 Welcome (Back) Sunday will take place on September 13. We will
welcome 20 new members (!!!), enjoy a ministry fair, and have a lunch together
featuring Broasted Bros. chicken and biscuits. 

Please save the date in your calendar and look for a forthcoming sign up sheet
to share a side dish or dessert at lunch. 



BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLIES
We continue to collect schools supplies for our neighbors at Randolph Elementary as the
new school year approaches. The following list of items have been requested by teachers
and staff at Randolph:
Refilliable water bottles
Pencil boxes
Ticonderoga pencils (specific brand request)
Crayola Crayons (24 Pack)
Clorox wipes
Underwear (all sizes and genders)
Pants (sweatpants, leggings, jeans, all sizes and genders)

Please return items by this Sunday, August 16 . Thank you for your generosity!th

WHO’S IN THE PEW
We are Marybeth (MB) Kocsis and Brad Allan.
Married in 1991, we live in Plymouth and
have two sons, Karl and Sam. Brad has been a
member of Holy Trinity since 1964, MB since
1990. What we like the most of being members
is the welcoming atmosphere. MB says she ‘feels
comfort, acceptance, and a sense of growth and
energy’ within the church community. Along
with Sunday service, Women’s Bible Study (MB),
Faith Café (MB) and Sunday coffee time and
Pastor Andrew’s parlor talks deepen our
perspectives of faith and service.

When not working, Brad enjoys fishing, cars, and helping our sons on their farm in the
UP. Mb is retired and enjoys golf, sewing, reading, and fair-weather gardening. Past roles for
Brad at Holy Trinity have been the VP of Church Council, head of the Board of Personnel and
Trustee. Now he serves as an usher and counter. MB is also an usher and counter and helps
with the mailing of weekly bulletins. We also participate in coffee time after Sunday worship.
We hope to continue with these services, or whatever plans God may have. One of Brad’s
favorite Bible quote is from Luke 11:28. “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God
and obey it”. MB’s is from Psalm 46:10. “Be still and know that I am God”.

Left to right: Brad Allan and MB Kocsis



This month consider donating the following items to our friends at St.
Christine’s.

Jelly, boxed potatoes, Rice-a-Roni, and brown paper bags

Any quantity you bring is greatly appreciated. Thank you for your
support of St. Christine's mission. The need is great and your donation is
appreciated.

Drop off your donations by the shopping cart near Door 1. A volunteer
will deliver donations to St. Christine’s. 

ST. CHRISTINE’S SEPTEMBER NEEDS

﻿The ELCA and the Southeast Michigan Synod are again partnering to
provide up to $20,000 in Congregational Outreach Ministries (COM)
grants. 

﻿Do you have an innovative idea about new ways to create Christ-
centered belonging with new people in new places?  If so, submit a brief,
300 word description of your idea by September 7, 2026 at
 
https://tinyurl.com/ELCACOMgrants

https://hb8dw4cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-T77h3jeoBTiKSQC66wQlE1uphfFwv2aPFRW0vXru0HPOXslFj1DddrKqLQM1np_k97ZEUBdr_0GGRJcANUIAQzvvCKa0ZQ62v76Cs3T5IjJEx0Swc_pYdq8T1mszGliCwIIW6kmCqE1970OBpZFEefR3w6W0Tng&c=s-P0mjGuvlU1rqx2HxbDcQeJOpVcffzscH93SpvbCBewsLEThDPKgQ==&ch=QzNrOruWYgsAS5xrtMAXWk26N5_evqBl85jHb_ZV8ZDwuIcjUo_BkQ==


Giving via U.S. Mail
Checks can be mailed to: 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
39020 Five Mile Road, Livonia MI 48154

THOSE FOR WHOM WE PRAY

 Kim, Dorisann, Jo, Ron, Robert, Rhonda, 
Jared, Elaine, Roberta, Steve, George, 

Kaamil & Ashley, Peter Sr., Peter Jr., Judy & Tim,
Louis, Carrie, Donna, Corey, Bobby, 

Cathy, Izzy, Jackie, Nathan, Russ, family and
friends of Dawn Srock Dunne

To submit a prayer request call Sue Corney OR email prayers@holytrinitylivonia.org 
OR call the church at 734-464-0211.

You may include a specific prayer need, or just a name. Those for whom we pray are printed
here so that you may also offer prayers during the week. The prayer chain is intended to serve

the short-term, emergency, and confidential needs of members, friends, and family. Prayer
requests remain on the list for four weeks unless otherwise noted. 

GIVING INFORMATION

YourYour
GivingGiving
MattersMatters
Your
Giving
Matters

Giving Online
Visit HolyTrinityLivonia.Org/Give

Giving is an act of worship and thanks to our
awesome God! Thank you for the many
ways you give to God's mission in the

church and in the world, especially your
support of the ministries at Holy Trinity.

Your gifts are appreciated. 
Because of your continued generosity, we
are able to reach out with the message of

God’s love and grace in Jesus. Thank you for
your support of God’s mission in the world

through Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. 7



Ministers: All Baptized People of Holy Trinity
Senior Pastor: Andrew Chavanak, OLF pastorandrew@holytrinitylivonia.org
Associate Pastor: Alysa Zavala-Offman pastoralysa@holytrinitylivonia.org
Parish Administrator: Patti Harhold htlc@holytrinitylivonia.org
Director of Music Ministries: Julie Stevens musicdirector@holytrinitylivonia.org
Kids Hope USA: kidshope@holytrinitylivonia.org
Tiny Tots Preschool Director: Stacy Kraus tinytots@holytrinitylivonia.org
Custodian: Don MacRae dmacrae@holytrinitylivonia.org
Board President: Debbie LaFontaine dlafontaine@holytrinitylivonia.org
Communications: communications@holytrinitylivonia.org
HT Board: board@holytrinitylivonia.org

Return Service Requested

mailto:htlc@holytrinitylivonia.org
mailto:board@holytrinitylivonia.org
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