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19th Sunday after pentecost
October 4, 2026

Holy Trinity Sanctuary & YouTube Live • 10 a.m.

Dinner church
Wednesday, October 28

Reformation themed 
Fellowship Hall • Door at 5:30 p.m.

Catechism
Sunday, October 4
Emmanuel • 11:30 a.m.

Bells & Choir Practice
Thursday, October 8

Worship Space • 6 & 7 p.m.

Tiny tots book fair
Sunday-Friday, October 4-9

Prayer Parlor
Shop after worship on Sunday

Fellowship of Faith
Sunday, October 4

Welcome Center • 11:30 a.m.

women’s Bible study
Wednesday, October 7

Prayer Parlor • 7 p.m.

Next Sunday, Oct. 11, is Livonia Area CROP Walk!
Thank you to those who volunteered to walk, and to those who already donated to support CROP’s
work providing food and clean water to those is need around the world (including here in the Livonia
area!).

If you would like to donate to CROP, you can give cash or a check (payable to
CROP) to any of our walkers. You can donate to our team online at:
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/chw/event/livoniami 
Thank you again for your continuing support for our CROP Walk. It means the
world to those we help. Please contact Peggy Nelson with questions.



FIRST
READING:
Philippians 3:4b-14

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2026

The question underlying Jesus’s parabolic teaching is as urgent today as it was in
antiquity: How can believers produce the fruits of the kingdom?

First, Jesus’s parable opens space for deep gratitude to God as the One who has
tended the life of Israel and the life of the church: gratitude expressed in the
believer’s spiritual practices, celebrated in the congregation’s public liturgy, and
lived out in missional service.

Second, we are called to remember the unexpectedness of redemption in Christ,
one rejected by systems fueled by the violence of earthly dominion. “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me,” the risen Christ declares! The
matchless power of Christ is encountered in spiritual poverty, mercy, and
peacemaking, as the Matthean beatitudes make clear—something relevant for
the parable of the vineyard because of the culminating reference to persecution
of the prophets.

Third, remember that our ministries act against the appalling violence of
empires and the malfeasance of evil leaders everywhere. God plants and tends
every community of faith is mighty in love. Those who trust this will bear
abundant fruit for the eschatological harvest. — excerpt from Working Preacher

THE ONE TO WHOM THE HARVEST BELONGS

SECOND
READING:
Matthew 21:33-46

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-10-4/2742
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-10-4/2742
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-10-4/2742


FIRST YOUNG FAMILIES GATHERING!
On Sunday, September 27, we had our first Young Families meet-up for
all our families with kids younger than 18.

We had a great time playing games and getting to know each other a
little better.

Our children, youth, and family ministry is growing fast! If you’d like to
host a family gathering, teach JAM, or be a prayground care taker, check
our our Sign Up Genius link in the weekly email!



FELLOWSHIP OF FAITH RETURNS
Fellowship of Faith resumes this Sunday, October 4, following
worship.

Join Pastor Andrew in the Welcome Center as we gather to continue
our discussion of the Social Statements of the ELCA. We’ll begin this
fall with a look at our statement on peace, entitled “Peace in God’s
World.” This is an especially appropriate topic given that this
Sunday is also the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, whose life and
ministry was marked by a commitment to peacemaking. 

To take a look in advance, visit the ELCA’s website for social
teachings at https://www.elca.org/about-the-elca/who-we-are/our-
purpose/social-teachings, then click on the link to the Peace
statement under the Quick Links heading. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Andrew.

Stop by the Prayer Parlor this Sunday
morning (October 4) after worship to
check out the large selection of books
available at the Tiny Tots book fair. 

All proceeds from the book fair
support our preschool and help
provide students with additional
learning opportunities and resources. 

Most of the books are geared toward
children, but there are some
selections for adults too. This is a
great opportunity to get an early start
on your Christmas shopping!

TINY TOTS BOOK FAIR OPEN!

https://www.elca.org/about-the-elca/who-we-are/our-purpose/social-teachings
https://www.elca.org/about-the-elca/who-we-are/our-purpose/social-teachings


Ron taught in the Redford Union School district for many years and held the position of
Director of the ACE program, which helped students who had difficulties fitting in with the
mainstream school routine. Jo was also a teacher but became a homemaker when
their first child was born. 

We are parents to four children, including twin boys, as well as a daughter and another son. It
was a busy household for years as we attended hockey games and dance recitals. The twins
have retired, and our other son is a pilot with Delta Airlines. Our daughter is employed at
Michigan Tech in the UP. 

Three of our children were baptized at Holy Trinity. We are also proud grandparents of ten
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren with two more on the way!
We attended Hope Lutheran Church in Farmington Hills for 20 years and most recently
Emmanuel Lutheran Church for an additional 20 years. We returned to Holy Trinity
three years ago, and we feel extremely comfortable both Pr. Andrew and Pr. Alysa.

Unfortunately, last October while on our way to dinner at Holy Trinity, we were involved in a
serious car accident which left Jo with seven broken ribs, a broken sternum and limited
mobility, which left her able to participate only in activities while sitting. Jo’s favorite
hobby is knitting; she would be happy to share a cup of coffee with anyone interested in
learning her craft. In the past, Jo served on church council, taught Sunday School, was
a Stephen Minister and attended bible study.

WHO’S IN THE PEW

Ron and Jo Perian

Over the years Ron has been a member of church
council, played an integral role in the building
committee, was a deacon, provided
transportation to youth and special needs
persons, and attended bible study. He currently
serves as an usher and is willing to help wherever
his abilities allow him to perform.

Ron’s favorite Bible reading is Psalm 23. Jo finds it
difficult to pin down a specific Bible reading or
verse because so many of them have a special
meaning at different times.



This month consider donating the following items to our friends at St.
Christine’s.

Baby wipes, diapers size 5,6, & 7, kid-friendly cereal

Any quantity you bring is greatly appreciated. Thank you for your
support of St. Christine's mission. The need is great and your donation is
appreciated.

Drop off your donations by the shopping cart near Door 1. A volunteer
will deliver donations to St. Christine’s. 

ST. CHRISTINE’S OCTOBER NEEDS

HUMANE SOCIETY OUTING

Join us on Sunday, October 18 for a fun and meaningful day of caring for our
furry friends at the Huron Valley Humane Society!  
 

Before our visit to the shelter, we will gather to make a special dog toy craft
and enjoy lunch together. We'll then head to the Humane Society to deliver
our handmade toys and explore the shelter.

Holy Trinity will also be collecting donations to bring to the shelter. Their
most consistently needed items are:

Gently used or new bath towels (bigger is better!)
Queen-sized blankets
Small pet beds (larger beds can’t be laundered)
Pet food
Dog treats
Liquid Vick’s
Small cat furniture
Waterless pet shampoo
Amazon gift cards

Visit hshv.org and go to the “Give” tab to see their full wish list.



Giving via U.S. Mail
Checks can be mailed to: 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
39020 Five Mile Road, Livonia MI 48154

THOSE FOR WHOM WE PRAY

 Kim, Dorisann, Jo, Ron, Robert,
Jared, Elaine, Roberta, Steve, George, 

Kaamil & Ashley, Judi & Tim, Donna, Blake, Sue,
Lisa, Katie, family & friends of Thomas Allan,

  Beatrice, Scott, Ed, Mike, Ray, Peter, Erin, Kate

To submit a prayer request call Sue Corney OR email prayers@holytrinitylivonia.org 
OR call the church at 734-464-0211.

You may include a specific prayer need, or just a name. Those for whom we pray are printed
here so that you may also offer prayers during the week. The prayer chain is intended to serve

the short-term, emergency, and confidential needs of members, friends, and family. Prayer
requests remain on the list for four weeks unless otherwise noted. 

GIVING INFORMATION

YourYour
GivingGiving
MattersMatters
Your
Giving
Matters

Giving Online
Visit HolyTrinityLivonia.Org/Give

Giving is an act of worship and thanks to our
awesome God! Thank you for the many
ways you give to God's mission in the

church and in the world, especially your
support of the ministries at Holy Trinity.

Your gifts are appreciated. 
Because of your continued generosity, we
are able to reach out with the message of

God’s love and grace in Jesus. Thank you for
your support of God’s mission in the world

through Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. 7



Ministers: All Baptized People of Holy Trinity
Senior Pastor: Andrew Chavanak, OLF pastorandrew@holytrinitylivonia.org
Associate Pastor: Alysa Zavala-Offman pastoralysa@holytrinitylivonia.org
Parish Administrator: Patti Harhold htlc@holytrinitylivonia.org
Director of Music Ministries: Julie Stevens musicdirector@holytrinitylivonia.org
Kids Hope USA: kidshope@holytrinitylivonia.org
Tiny Tots Preschool Director: Stacy Kraus tinytots@holytrinitylivonia.org
Custodian: Don MacRae dmacrae@holytrinitylivonia.org
Board President: Ruth Hagen ruthhagen521@gmail.com
Communications: communications@holytrinitylivonia.org
HT Board: board@holytrinitylivonia.org

Return Service Requested
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